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READING

You are going to read part of a novel. For questions 1-4, choose e
the answer (A, B, C or D) which you think fits best according to the text.

e

The whole nighr sky seemed on fire. The headlights of a car stabbed the countryside on the road to Avin. It slowed and stopped.
Then the headlights went out. A door closed in the stillness of the villa below me. My muscles tensed. thoughrt I heard the creak
of a stair board, and suddenly I knew someone was coming up the stairs, coming to my room. [ swung the shutters shut and
moved towards the door. The palms of my hands were swearing and the metal of the torch I held felt slippery. Bur the weight of it
was comforting,

I stood with my head pressed close to the panelling of the door, listening, There was somebody outside now. I couldn’t hear
him, but I sensed him there. Very quietly the key was turned in the lock. I stiffened and then stepped back, so that I should
be behind the door when ir opened. I couldn' see it, but I felt the handle turning. Then my hand, which was rouching the
woodwork of the door, was pressed back as the door was opened. | grasped the heavy torch, raising it ready to strike out. But
before | could hit him, the man was past me and in the room.

I'slipped out into the passage, the sound of my movement lost in the deep pile of the carpet. A faint red glow showed through
a window art the far end of the corridor. | reached the dark shaft of the stairs and hesitated because the villa was all silent and still,
knowing that the sound of my own footsteps on the stairs would draw attention to myself.

And as | stood there, hesitating, there was a sudden shout from my room. ‘Roberto! Agostino!’ The bathroom was right
opposite the head of the stairs. The door was open and I stepped back into the shadows as footsteps came running out of my
room. A torch Hashed in the corridor. "Roberto! Agostino!” Somebody went hurtling past and flung himself down the stairs. 1 had
a brief glimpse of a short, angry figure. Then a door opened along the corridor, near the red glow of the window. I peered out and
caught sight of the silhouette of a man hurrying down the corridor towards me. As he passed me he switched on a torch and, in
the reflected light from the walls, [ made our the features of Roberto.

1 How did the writer feel after the car arrived? 3 Why didn't the writer go down the stairs immediately?

A relieved A He knew the man was following him.
B anxious B He thought someone might hear him.
C confident C He wasn't sure if that was the way out,
D disappointed D He was afraid of falling in the dark.

2 The writer stood behind the door so that he could 4 How did the writer recognise Roberto?

see what was happening in the room. He shone a torch at Roberto's face.

prevent the man from opening the door. The light from the window lit up Roberto’s face.
escape quickly if he needed to. Hoberto's torch gave enough light to see clearly.
attack the man if he entered. Roberto's face was reflected in a mirror on the wall.
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Books

Write these books in the correct category.
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Quickly read this extract from a book. Do not Choose the correct word in these definitions.

worry about words you do not understand. What

kind of book do you think it is from? Choose from

the list in 5.

. writes any kind of book. ..... writes fiction.
. writes in newspapers and magazines.

..... writes poetry, sometimes in verses which rhyme.
The bathroom door was open and | stepped back P B A

into the shadows as footsteps came running out of € NHaURIE D
my raom. A torch flashed in the corridor. ‘Roberto!
Agostino!” Somebody went hurtling past and flung
himself down the stairs. [ had a brief glimpse of

You keep books from ..... for only a short while bui
yvou buy them from ......

4

a short, angry figure. Then a door opened along A abookshop 2

the carridor, near the red glow of the window. | You ..... books from libraries. Libraries ..... them to
peered out and caught sight of the silhouette of you.

a man hurrying down the corridor tawards me. A ERRey B :&ni

REHE patie _”“3 A pAIIGhan Ui H torchantim Real people have ..... . People in books, plays or
the reflected light fram the walls I made out the U T

features of Roberto. K nprsonglis B

You may not understand every word when you
are reading. There are four words/expressions
in the extract which mean see or look. Underline
them. Now read the extract again. Is it easier to
understand?

Here are some more words often used in
fiction. There is an odd one out in each group.
Which one is it? Why?

notice glimpse breathe
smell gaze wink
spot sniff view
stroke witness stare
observe overhear glance

Read this review and choose the correct words.

My (1) favourite/best thriller from the (2) novelist/
journalist Hammond Innes is (3) called/named ‘The
Angry Mountain’. This is the book that really got me
interested in reading when 1 was young and [ will
always (4) remember/remind it for that. It's a great
example of adventure (5) non-fiction/fiction. The
story is so well-written you feel as though you are
in the same room as the (6) characters/personalities
and the (7) relationships/relatives between them are
brilliantly developed. It is now out of print but you
may be able to (8) borrow/lend it from a (9) library/
bookshop if you (10) reguest/ask it. Hammond
Innes puts together a tightly-written story which is
& thoroughly (11) entertaining/entertained read. It's
a baok you will not be able to put down until you
have finished the last (12) chapter/verse.






