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This is a letter from Joanna, who is staying with a family in New York, to her parents in England.

Put the verb in brackets in the correct tense.
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New York

Sunday 22nd

Dear Mum and Dad
(be) in New York for

'+ believe |V
can B (paﬁﬁ) far

three months now. Time B = | =k
too guickly. 50 mucn has happened since | las

3  (write) to you 2L A (not

know) where Lo begin. |
| 9 (start) by telling you of my i.tﬂ.ﬁ
ure. Last (go) shopping 11

Adventure. Last Saturday | 6

for
the local shopping mall. v ._ {laokihgt
some new jeans for the party | was going 1o

| that
evening when suddently | & ) [r&ahzﬁ.} h
my puroe ?  (steal). The police

0 ~ (eall) immediately, but | couldn®

, 5 1 11 - B
answer their guestions because —
(cry) 80 much | 12 ~ (look) in my bag for

_ tissue when — guess what? — | 3 (find) my
(get) hidden underneath all

B o M L o

4 to it all week. When
oo (eat). The friends

althefood®_ 1 d
| hoped to meet 8  (go)home already.

tell) we were
After half anhourwe®® (tell) we |
e &l ~ (have

making too much noise, 60 W

to) turn oft the music. | decide
11.00. | 22 ~ (give) a lift home by & guy

4 to leave at about

22 [}UFE_JE-'.' It 4 S I

lﬁhﬁ: otherstuff 1®_ (feel) such a fool

| Anyway, the party that evening wasn't much @D‘fﬁc’i,

. , look

whighwaﬁaﬁhﬂmﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁ______———-—( . )
| V7 _(arrive),

1 ——

!

called Peter, who you'd really like. When | got home,
| 23 (starve)!

Mre Goldstein 24 (say) for
weeks that she wants to take me to the Statue of
Liberty, so tomorrow we 26 (see)
it. They're a very kind family, and | 26
home here. They 27

____ (feel) at
_ (teach) me to speak
with an American accent, so when | speak to you on
the phone you 28

(not recognize)

mel

The course | 28 _ (do) in
peychology is interesting. The college 30
(eituate) on the edge of Central Park, so | often
A (have) my lunch there as the canteen in the
college 32 (decorate) at the

moment. My teachers are great. One of them
= (write) a book which

.

34
(translate) into five

languagesl | 35
but it's on my list. She %6

_ (not read) it vet,

(study) how children learn their first language for
years and years, and | 37
well-known.

___ (think) she’s quite

Dad, please could you send me some money? | only

% (have) $10 to last me till |39
(pay) next week. | 40

___ (eave) up for
My return tare home, so you can't be cross with mel

Flease write soon with all the news from England.
Give my love to the dog.

Lots of love
Joanna




LNVESTIOCE BO BOZVOIE VIDELAVANI

* e~ 4% - .
** ‘* l - ! " ] #
- & " : .
ol ¢ i OSSPo
MINISTERST VN SO STV
EVAOPSKA UNIE ¥ LA T LS - 6 il

1 Ability
Can and be able to ~ present
I can swnm.

She can't suiam,

Can vou susm?

I'mi aable to s10000.

Fe's not able o siemm,

We use can or be able to to say that someone has an ability:
James can /is able ro play chess bur he can’t "isn't able to ride a bicvele

Can and be able to — past

i could + verb I could <uwim,

.'i..' couldn't + verb St couldn't s,

]

Fi | could ... + verb? Could yvau suwim,

o was/were able to + verb [ was able to swim
e was/were not able to + verb [ wasn't able to s

fdl was/were ... able to + verb?  Were vou able to suin!

We use could or was able to to say that someone had an ability in the past:
He could /was able to read when he was three hur he couldn't / wasn'’t able to catch
a ball when he started school.

A We do not use could to talk about one occasion in the past, but we can use
couldn’t:

She was able to (not esdd) come to the meeting but she couldn’t /

wasn't able to stay for lunch.

Thev were able to (not eoild) see the maich because they had a day off.

Be able to - other tenses

For ability, can is only used in the present tense and could 1s only used in the past.

In all other tenses we use be able to:

I will be able to eive vou a lift on my way to college. (tuture)

They haven't been able to coniacr Mary hecause of the storms. (present pertect)
If you saved enough money, vou weuld be able to visu nie i1 New

Zealund (conditional)

They hope to be able to visic e nev vearn (inbmitive)







